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My Fe.U.ow M<...6.60wUaJ'L6: 

It --L6 a. p.tea..6Wl.e.. :to pll.e...6 e.n.-t to you anorhe« --L6.6ue.. on 
the.. Mc.JUve...6 In60Juna;Uon BuUe;tin. 

Now In -Lt6 .6e..c..and Ije..M 06 public.a.:Uon, the. All.c.JUve...6 
Ini0Juna;Uon BuUe;tin. e.ontln.ue...6 ro be. a. wIde..l1j a.vtU.1_­ 
(if) e.. a.nd up to aa..:t.e.. .6 0 Wl.e.e.. 0 6 Mc.JU v a..t In 60 Juna;Uo n . 
The.. Bu.Ue;tin Wa..6 de...6lgne..d to ma.k.e.. a.vtU.1_a.b.te.. ro a..6 
ma.nlj MZMOwUa.Y1..6 a..6 pO.6.6lb.te.. In.60Juna;Uon. on. ih»: ho.td­ 
lng.6 06 the.. scare. Mc.JUve...6. 

We.. belie..ve.. th--L6 goa..t has be..en. a.e.e.om~he..d. Without 
v--L6w.ng Je..66e..ll..60n. clttj, U --L6 now pO.6.6lbfe.. to qule.k.­ 
.ty dl.6 e.o Ve..ll. the.. uu.de. Mn.g e.. 06 hl.6 tolLle.a..t ma.te..Jz.la.f.6 
peJl.mJ..ne..n.il1j pll.e...6 enved In the.. All.c.JUve...6. 

In 0 u.ll. e.o n..tln.u.ln.g .ta.b OM to .6 e..ll.ve.. ih. e.. cU:J_ z e..n..6 a 6 
M<...6.6 owU, I ll.e..maln. 

S e..c.ll.e..ta.Jt1j 0 n Sta.te.. 



PREFACE 

Since its inception in 1965, the Missouri State Archives has accessioned 
and arranged more than 9,000 cubic feet of permanent state records. 
During the same period, guides to the archival holdings were published in 
1970 and 1975 to aid potential researchers. 
Now in its second year of publication, the goal of the Bulletin remains to 
provide more immediate and more complete information on the records 
held by the Archives. The purpose of the Bulletin is to provide a more 
detailed description of the various records held than is possible in the 
periodic guides. The Bulletins will allow a fexibility previously 
unobtainable including possible subject guides to records. 
The Archives Information Bulletin represents the first phase in an 
expanded descriptive program to provide greater access to the records 
held by the Missouri State Archives. 

Gary W. Beahan 
State Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 

The abstracts of United States Land Sales in Missouri comprise one of 
the more utilized series of records available at the State Archives. 
Spanning the period from 1818 to 1922, the records provide an excellent 
means of analyzing the patterns of settlement within the state, and are of 
equal value to the genealogist in locating that elusive ancestor. The purpose 
of this Bulletin is to encourage greater use of these records both through a 
better understanding of the historical context leading to their creation, and 
a detailed examination of the nature and extent of the records available. 

The origin of the abstracts of sale is somewhat unique as is their 
relationship to similar records in the National Archives and the Bureau of 
Land Management. The records comprise a part of Record Group 27, 
Records of the Land Department, Office of Secretary of State. 

Under the ordinance declaring the assent of the people of the State of 
Missouri to the conditions and provisions of Congress for the admission to 
the Union, the proviso declared "that every and each tract of land sold by 
the United States ... shall remain exempt from any tax laid by order, or 
under the authority of the State, whether for State, county or township, or 
any other purpose whatever, for the term of five years from and after the 
respective day of sale thereof; and that the bounty lands granted, or 
hereafter to be granted for military services during the late war, shall, 
while they continue to be held by the patentees or their heirs, remain 
exempt as aforesaid from taxation for the term of three years from and 
after the date of the patents respectively ... " The initial loss of tax 
revenue to the state by this provision was partially offset by the Three­ 
percent Fund whereby Missouri received three percent of the total of sales 
within the state each year. However under an Act of the Legislature 
approved March 9, 1835, the Auditor of Public Accounts was to "procure 
from the proper officers an abstract and description of all taxable land 
within the state ... and, annually here after, abstracts and descriptions 
of such lands as shall become taxable." Further, the Auditor was "to 
transmit to the clerk of each county court, annually, a descriptive list of all 
taxable lands in such county." 

With the creation of the office of state Register of Lands on February 3, 
1841, the Auditor was required to "deliver to the Register all ... books, 
records, documents and papers that properly belong to the Land 
Department and are not necessary to the proper discharge of the 
appropriate duties of the Auditor of public accounts." Thus it became the 
duty of the Register to procure descriptive lists of land sales and submit 
lists of taxable property to each county. A difficult, time-consuming job, 
the Register was further burdened by the Act of Congress of June 10, 1852, 
which allowed land to be taxed from date of entry. The tedious procedure 
involved was noted in the 1853 Report of the Register of Lands: "I now 
come to the increase of duties in this office, and the first subject which 1 
shall notice in order, is the land sold at the different U.S. land offices, which 
under the system of this office, are handled in the following order: As the 
entries are reported to this office in a promiscuous manner, without 
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